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Religion Is Life Changing
Abstract
In lieu of an abstract, below is the essay's first paragraph.
"My name is Heather Kime and I am a sophomore at St. John Fisher College. If you asked me six years
ago where I would be today, I would not have guessed here. I was raised by my mom who was on a single
income. As a child I learned very fast that I would not have the latest technology or the “in-style” clothes. I
had to just have the necessities. In high school, it was embarrassing not having two parents around and
not being able to afford a cell phone or the internet, but looking back on it today I am glad I did not have
those luxuries. I feel as though I am not quite the typical 20 year old in college because I only have the
basics but I am all right with it because God always provides."
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Heather Kime

Religion Is Life Changing
My name is Heather Kime and I am a sophomore at St. John Fisher College. If you asked
me six years ago where I would be today, I would not have guessed here. I was raised by my
mom who was on a single income. As a child I learned very fast that I would not have the latest
technology or the “in-style” clothes. I had to just have the necessities. In high school, it was
embarrassing not having two parents around and not being able to afford a cell phone or the
internet, but looking back on it today I am glad I did not have those luxuries. I feel as though I
am not quite the typical 20 year old in college because I only have the basics but I am all right
with it because God always provides.
My mom raised me Catholic. I went to church every Sunday (or Saturday night). I was
active in the church youth group. My mom in a way did push the religion on me, however, I feel
my week is off if I do not go to church and receive Holy Communion. I do not like missing
church and that is one of many things I am grateful that my mom pushed on me. Church is what
helped my mom get through her rough time with my dad. It also helped me understand people
and why they do what they do.
My mom has influenced me to continue to go to church because she has kept her faith.
Even though she has not had an easy life, she continued to believe and have faith in God. Her
faith got me to where I am today. I am living a wonderful life; it is not perfect at all, but I love
it. I continue to go to church because I believe and have faith in God, but also because it is a
reminder of where I came from. I came from a broken, not middle class family and I am doing
well. I live life to the fullest and I am proud to call my mom, my mom.
I was taught that life is not perfect, but that you have to be grateful for what you do have.
I am grateful every day that I am in college and have the loving family and wonderful friends. I
think that as long as I have my faith, my family and friends I am set in life. I do not need a smart
phone or fancy car. I grew up with just necessities and that is all I will ever need.
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